Sample
Name

Author and Short Fiction Title

Stephen Crane's "The Open Boat”

Climax:

The dinghy swamps in the surf and they all begin
to make their way to the shore in various
( fashions.

Rising action/complication:
They men see the shore as very

the gigantic waves demands all

uncertain as they take turns rowing. They see
several objects on shore none of which they can
identify with certainty. Guiding the dinghy through

distant, grey and

their attention.
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Details:

They can't decide if
what they see is a
house of refuge or a
livesaving station.

Details:

They know they will
have to swim the last
2 miles because that's
where the surf will
swamp their boat for
sure.
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revealed:

Florida in January.

Inciting moment/exposition--the conflict is

Four men are shipwrecked off the coast of

Details:

The captain
hangs on to
the keel of the
overturned
dinghy, the
cook lies on
his back and
rows with the
oar as they
ride the surf
into the
beach.
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Details:

They are a cook, the
captain of the ship, the
oiler, Billie, and a
correspondent.

Details:

They are rocking
wildly on the huge
waves in a 10 foot
dinghy and all fear it
will capsize.

Details:
Rescuers come
racing down
the beach to
greet them
with hot coffee
and blankets.
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Falling Action:

All four men are returned to shore but Billie the
oiler has not survived.
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Details:

The correspondent is
rescued by a naked man
who appears to have a
halo.
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Details:

The correspondent
discovers Billie's corpse
face down in the
shallows.

Outlining a short fiction
plot using Freytag's
pyramid: In order to list
five significant events
with relevant details
from the selected work
of short fiction, fill in

the boxes.

Conclusion/Denoument:
The correspondent relates that the three men who survived

the ordeal now felt they could serve as interpretors.
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Details:
The survivors realize that
suffering brings insight.

Details:

The survivors have a
greater appreciation for
life after so narrowly
escaping death and will
try to live more fully from
that point on.




