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CONGRATULATIONS  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 
 

Boys Varsity Basketball  . . . .  On a super exciting, DOUBLE OVERTIME   
                 win against the Valentine Badgers in SWC. 
 

Girls Varsity Basketball  . . .   On a great win against Ainsworth in SWC 
             competition. 
 

Wrestlers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Tanner Collins and Garrett Folchert for winning 
              medals at the Chardon Invitational. 

REMINDER 
Special Education Special Services Office is now in the 

 Middle School.  Questions, call 284-4298. 

CHANGE IN MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL 
 PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

 
February 10  -   Middle School / High School   1:30 dismissal 
 

February 10  -   Middle  /  High School Parent Teacher Conference  2:00 p.m.  -  5:45 p.m. 
 

February 11  -   Middle  /  High School will have school all day. 
 

Elementary Conference will remain the same. 
 

February 11   -  Elementary 1:30 dismissal with Parent/Teacher Conferences in the afternoon. 
 

February 12  -   K-12 Parent Teacher Conferences  8:00—11:00 am 



From the Superintendent 
 
Enduring the long cold months of January and February can tend to test one’s patience in the school business.  
Kids in the classroom get restless from being ‘cooped up’ and cold and flu season places a relentless weight 
on everyone.  Happily however, the sun is no longer setting by 4:30 and we can enjoy a bit of sunshine prior to 
the dining hour.  Before long, spring gardening season will be upon us, ice will be gone from Big Mac and the 
boats will embark for the fishing season.  As you can tell, I am not a winter person, give me the 100 degree 
days over these cold ones every day. 
 

Board of Education 
 
During the January Board meeting members reelected Mike McQuillan as president and Bill Redinger as vice 
president, Board committee assignments remained unchanged from last year. 
 

Activities 
 
Our girls’ basketball team placed second in the SWC tournament Saturday and the boys placed third.  Basket-
ball district tournaments begin in less than three weeks and district wrestling starts in less than two weeks.   
 

Legislation  
 
One of the first bills to be introduced in the 2010 Session was LB 697, introduced by Senator Rich Pahls of 
Omaha.  LB 697 would prohibit the operator of a school bus, including any school bus that transports pupils 
by direct contract with the students or their parents, from use of any type of interactive wireless communica-
tion device whenever the vehicle is in motion.  LB 697 makes logical sense due to the increasing number of 
drivers using cell phones for the purpose of texting.   
 
LB 966, also offered by Senator Pahls, would require public school districts to spend 65% of its total operating 
expenditures on ”direct classroom instruction”.  The bill is a result of a large portion of district funds allocated 
for expenditures for administrative costs, busing and upkeep of facilities.  Currently ‘direct classroom instruc-
tion’ expenditures for OPS are approximately 61%.  In comparison, the other six Southwest Conference 
schools spend from 53%-63% for direct instruction.  
 
LB 1006, introduced by Senator Greg Adams, was introduced to change the kindergarten entrance age.  
  

Facilities 
 
School Board members met several times over the past several months to discuss district facility conditions 
and what steps should be taken to correct each issue.  A decision will be forthcoming whether to attempt an-
other bond issue, or try to cope with the buildings and repair the most critical problems.   

A Word from the Superintendent  .  .  .  .  . 



Prairie View 4th Grade 
 
Jill Richmond’s 4th grade class 
is doing a fundraiser for Haiti. 
Last week our class decorated 
jars for a Spare Change Drive. 
Our slogan that we put on our 
jars was "People of the Nation 
help the Haitians". Jars were in 
our school office, teacher 
lounge, and each of the 4th 
grade classrooms. We also 
decorated jars to put in some of 
our area businesses. The stu-
dents asked their parents if they 
would like to display a jar in 
their place of work. I believe 
we have 8 jars out in the com-
munity. We will be collecting 
our money on February 1st and 
donating all of our proceeds to 
the American Red Cross.   

HELP FOR HAITI 
OMS Student Council Sponsoring Three Fundraisers 

 
The first fundraiser was a free throw shooting contest.  Students Paid $.25 to shoot a free 
throw for the chance to win a can of pop.  $253 was raised from the free throw shoot. 
 
The second fundraiser was the Pie-in-the-Face contest.  Twenty-one teachers and adminis-
trators agreed to have jars placed in the OMS office.  Students, parents and community 
members  put money in the jars of the teacher or administrator they would like to see get a 
pie-in-the-face at an assembly on January 29.  The top three money winners that received a 
pie in the face were Mr. Dietz (1st place), Mrs. Lanka (2nd place) and Mr. Helzer (3rd 
place).  This event raised $1,005.69. 
 
The third fundraiser will have the FOCUS (Homeroom) classes competing against each 
other in a spare change competition.  The class that collects the most spare change will 
receive an ice cream party. 
 
All funds raised will go to the American Red Cross.  Mrs. Dixie DeTuerk has agreed to 
match the students’ efforts by matching dollar for dollar up to $500.  This is for all three 
events.   

Meet Drew Blessing—  Technology Assistant 
 
Drew may be the new  Technology  Assistant but he is not   new  to  Ogallala Public  Schools.   He  is  a 
very familiar  face.   Drew is  a 2006  Ogallala High  School  graduate and also worked in the technology 
department for four summers while attending Chadron State College. He  is completing  his business minor 
and will receive his Bachelor of Science in Information Management Systems this May.   
 
Drew grew up in Ogallala—the son of Randy and Julie Blessing and has a brother Derek who is a senior 
this year. 
 
Drew says he really enjoys being back in the district and working with staff to find new ways to use technology. 

Mr. Dietz                 Mrs. Lanka     Mr. Helzer        Mrs. Tuttle      Mr. Pavlik        Mrs. Jones 



Elementary News  .   .   .   .        

Geo Panes 
Written by Sadie Schwartzkopf 

 

“Wow,” was the word used by the fifth graders 
while working on a Nebraska state math stan-
dard.   During math class the students were 
learning about geometry.  We created Geo 
Panes by building three-dimensional shapes 
with toothpicks and clay balls.  Then we sim-
ply tied on string and dipped them into deter-
gent and water.  After we put them in the water 
cool bubbles were formed in the 3-D shapes.  
We learned about sides, faces, edges, vertices, 
line segments and points.  We had a great 
time! 

Prairie View Accelerated Reader Breakfast 
 

The Accelerated Reader program is a program that has been used for 16 years by the Ogallala Public Schools. Each school decides 
how they will reward students for their reading.  The elementary schools have done various things to reward students for reading 
with the AR program.  The first rewards were trinket prizes, then it was tickets with 1 ticket for each point they earned with a draw-
ing held with prizes for each grade each semester.  This year Mrs. Armstrong, the media specialist, came up with the idea for the 
breakfast.  The cost for the breakfast was picked up by the elementary PTO with the money that is received from the box tops. We 
want to thank the PTO for doing this.  
 
On January 15, 5th graders who earned 40 points this last semester with the Accelerated Reader Program were treated to a breakfast 
of muffins, caramel rolls, fruit and juice. The 5th graders who came were Bryce Borer, Katie Cipperly, Gabby Coviello, Raelyn 
DeVries,Timmothy Eveland, Lucus Freston, Logan Hammond, Breanna Hastings, Dillion Higgins, Madison Miller, Haley Nolde, 
Parker Reil, Sadie Schwartzkopf, Mitchell Sutherland, and Enya Svoboda. 
 
January 22 was the date for the 4th graders who earned 30 points with AR this past semester to have their breakfast.  Those attending 
were McKenna Christensen, Makayla Davidson, Brynnan Duba, Mikah Hoppens, Callie Kriha, Kira Mestl, Jade Pascale, Lizzy Pe-
ters, Shane Simmerman, Dawn Stewart, Abigail Tschetter, Camile Unrein, Adam Wach, and Callie Williams. 
 
Also attending on the 22nd were the 3rd graders who earned 20 points with AR.  Those attending from 3rd grade were T.J. Baney, An-
nie Bassett, Ethan Cobaugh, Trevor Edwards, Antione Ellie-Udarbe, Lily Fair, Dakota Harman, Addison Johnson, Trenton Knaub, 
Emma Krab, Lucy McKeag,Cameron Raffaeli, Hunter Reil, Thomas Simmons, Mira Svoboda and Jeron Tuttle. 



5th Grade Performs 
Play 

 
Fifth grade students Parker Reil as Gov-
ernor Winthrop, Haley Nolde as Ann 
Hutchinson, Lupe Perez as  William 
Hutchinson and Chris Knudsen as John 
Cotton presented the play, Ann Hutchin-
son, An Outspoken  Women to  the 4th 
and 5th grade and the public.  In the 
1600s England had an official church, 
the church of England.  Anyone who dis-
agreed with the teachings of the church 
was also going against the king.  Ann 
Hutchinson was one  of these early Puritans that was ultimately banished from the Massachusetts Bay Colony 
for her beliefs. 

Second Grade Studies Birds 
 
Ken Meyer, Nancy Armstrong, and George Acker made presentations to the second grade as they studied 
birds.  They taught the students about nests, birds of prey, and bird anatomy.  The students also spent an after-
noon dissecting owl pellets.  The culminating event was the presentation by volunteers from Raptor Recovery 
of Nebraska.  They brought several owls, a red tailed hawk, and a turkey vulture.  The children enjoyed the 
study of birds. 



High School News  .   .   .   .  .  .  .  .  .   By Dan Hadden, Principal 

Innovative Use of Laptop Computers in the High School  
 
At a recent High School Faculty Meeting I asked all of the High School Teachers to provide me with (1) inno-
vative use of laptops in the classroom or (1) example of how the computers were being used to enhance educa-
tion in the classroom.  The staff completed the assignment and I am going to share a few of these uses each 
month to the school newsletter and the Board of Education. 
 
Kim Mestl – Foreign Language Teacher 
In my Spanish and French classes the students use their computers almost daily.  We use them to take notes, 
review vocabulary for quizzes, practice conjugating verbs and our books have web sites with online projects 
and practice tests.  These sites and activities have enhanced student learning in my classroom.  We also have 
done large projects using i-photo, making a book and then transforming it into a slide show.  The students use 
photo booth, a digital camera and google images for their slide shows. 
 
Nathan Helzer – Vocal Music Instructor 
I have seen the most success in my individual lessons/technology class.  Last semester we utilized Garage-
Band, iMovie, and Keynote to create presentations on various musical aspects of life.  These presentations in-
cluded time periods, famous composers, and the student's favorite musicians.  We incorporated audio and 
video files in these various activities.  In choir class, we utilize GarageBand as a "sectional" resource.  I have 
taken the time to input numerous songs into GarageBand.  By giving these songs to the students, I can have 
them learn sections of music at home, and then record themselves singing them.  This helps me to grade their 
level of understanding of the piece and the students are using the computers for educational purposes. 
 

Cheri Maupin – Community Based Education and FAME 
How do I use the computers in my classroom?  In my Community Based Classroom, we use several software 
programs to help with communication needs with students.  We created a Quick movie about ourselves.  We 
had to use the cameras in our computers to take pictures of friends at school.  Did you know that we can add 
effects to the pictures?  This is our favorite part.  We have graphed temperatures of several rooms.  We use it 
to write, research, and dream.  The computers place my students on equal grounds with other students.   
 
In my Reading Class (FAME), we use the computers to write and research new subjects this year.  The student 
can email their assignments to me.  We will be creating a movie about a famous person to create a podcast.  As 
I learn about the different ways to use my computer, I can dream of new ways to engage my students. 
 
Matt VanEngen – Social Studies 
At Ogallala Public Schools our Mission Statement says that we are willing to educate students to become 
skilled, knowledgeable, and responsible citizens in a global society.  As the world around us continues to 
grow, technology is becoming a huge part of society.  The computers that we have at school are great in help-
ing us to prepare our students for the world outside of Ogallala Public Schools.  I have my students use the 
computers on almost a daily basis.  I have used the computers in several innovative ways.  One of the ways is 
through the use of iMovie.  We did a mock election in class where the students had to make commercials 
through iMovie, as well as several presentations for class.  Another innovative way that we will use laptops is 
to create websites over specific topics that are informative and creative. 



New Shop Plasma Cam        by Ethan Penner 
 
The new plasma cam in the shop is a great new tool for students to work on. They can cut almost anything out on the 
plasma cam.  They have over 5,000 different images and designs they can cut out. The students are catching on quickly 
and have become very proficient using the plasma cam.  
 
Vocational technology instructor, Mr. Stokey, said it’s something new and innovative that he hopes will attract new stu-
dents to the shop department. The students can make accurate and nice cuts with the new machine. The machine can be 
used to replicate parts for other machines that may be worn out, or used to accurately cut parts for projects. They can 
also cut out different parts for making things out of flat metal. They can make all sorts of different signs, from name 
signs, welcome signs, to different pieces of scenery.  
 
Students  can take different images and put them on the screen 
and then attach them to the metal and cut them out making a 
custom made sign. They have cut a lot of neat stuff out on the 
plasma cam this year so far. Freshman Brayton Thomas made a 
sign for his family’s ranch, sophomore Justin Baack cut out a 
name sign for his dad, junior Dexter Robertson is cutting out a 
sign for his grandma’s ranch, and senior Peter Nelson cut out a 
hat rack for his sister.   The students have made a lot of really 
nice stuff.  

·  

FAFSA COMPLETION DAY 
 

EducationQuest Foundation, a free non-profit organization is coming to help you complete and 
file your Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). 

 

DATE:  February 25, 2010 
 

LOCATION:   Ogallala High School,  Guidance Classroom Room 109 
          (Mike McArtor, Counselor) 
 

Please call EducationQuest at 800-666-3721 to setup an appointment.  Appoint-
ments are needed to receive help that day. 
 

ITEMS TO BRING TO YOUR APPOINTMENT INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: 
 

 *PIN numbers for parent and student – apply at www.pin.ed.gov 
*Parent and student 2009 federal tax returns  
*W-2’s and K-1 Form 1065 

 *Value of checking/savings accounts and investments 
 *Amount of untaxed income:  child support, workers compensation 
 *Student’s driver’s license number 
 *Student’s Social Security number 
 *Alien Registration Number of eligible non-citizens 
 *Parent’s birth dates 
 *Student’s birth date 
 *Parent’s date of marriage, separation, or divorce 



The ACT Test   
           by Sam Adams  
 
36.  For many high schoolers, this number is synonymous with the ACT standardized test.   Everyone who 
takes the test strives to get as close to that beautiful 36 as possible, but few actually accomplish this goal.  Af-
ter reading this article, the students at OHS will have a better chance at getting an outstanding score and cash-
ing it in for cold hard cash. 
 
The ACT test is divided into four sub-categories.  These include English, Math, Reading, and Science, and are 
taken in that order.  A student can score from 1-36 on each section.  These scores are then averaged together to 
create the overall, or composite score. 
 
The English unit is used to test a student’s knowledge on basic English usage as well as rhetorical skills. There 
are 75 questions, asking about the mechanics of English, including comma usage, apostrophe usage, as well as 
questions concerning style and organization.   
 
The 60 minute, 60 question math test covers everything from pre-algebra to trigonometry.  Students are al-
lowed to use a calculator, but supposedly all questions can be answered without one.    The math test is fol-
lowed by a short break. 
 
The reading and science tests are both 35-minute, 40 question tests.  “Afterwards my brain was fried!” laughed 
junior Mara Reiss.  Upon completion of the four-part test, there is an optional writing test.  Many colleges like 
to see a student’s writing score as an indicator that they can write at a college level. 
 
Last year, 1,480,469 high school students from across America took the ACT Test, and the average score was 
21.1.  Of those who took the test, only 638 achieved a perfect score of 36.  The state of Nebraska contributed 
six of those scores.  According to guidance counselor Mr. Mike McArtor, Ogallala High School students have 
an average score of 20.6, slightly below the national average. 
 
Aside from the ACT, there is also the SAT standardized test.  The questions on the SAT are slightly more 
challenging than the ACT’s, but more time is allotted for 
each question.  There are also fewer questions on the SAT.   
 
“The test isn’t too bad, you just have to know how to beat 
the system,” stated senior Phillip Engel.  Mr. McArtor 
stated that of those who retake the ACT, 50 percent improve 
their score.  “The name of the game for college is, unfortu-
nately, class rank, G.P.A, and ACT score.”  This goes to 
show that for many high school students, The ACT test is 
necessary for success. 
 
The next ACT test date is Feb. 6. 



Key Club Activity Bags 
The OHS Key Club recently prepared and donated 50 activity bags 
to the Ogallala Community Hospital.  Each bag contains a coloring 
book, crayolas, activity book, reading book and a hand puppet.  
Hospital staff distributes the bags to young patients who come into 
the emergency room or must be hospitalized.  This is the fifth year 
the Key Club has participated in this activity in fulfillment of Key 
Club’s partnership with the Children’s Miracle Network.  

Submitted by Sandy Iwan,  Key Club Sponsor 

Dara Edwards andMariah Statler assemble activity bags for young patients at Ogallala Community Hospital. 

Special Education .  .   .   .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   By Olda Boubin 

Help Your Child Become a Better Reader 
 

· Read to and with your children for 30 minutes every day.  It is very important to read out loud to your children 
before they start school.  Help your children read with you.  Ask them to find letters and words on the page and talk 
with your children about the story. 

· Talk with infants and young children before they learn to read.   Talk with your children all day long, using 
short, simple sentences.  Talking with them even before they can speak will help them later when they learn to read 
and write. 

· Help  your children to read on their own.  Reading at home helps children do better in school  Have lots of chil-
dren’s books in your home and visit the library every week.  Help your children get their own library cards and let 
them pick out  their own books. 

· If your child has a developmental delay, your child may find reading frustrating.  Have books on tape in your 
home.  Borrow or buy a tape player that is easy to work.  If you cannot find recordings of your child’s favorite 
books, you or a family member could make recordings of them for your child to listen to while looking at the books. 

· Help your child to see that reading is important.  Suggest reading as a free-time activity.  Make sure your chil-
dren have time in their day to read.  Set a good example for your children by reading newspapers, magazines, and 
books. 

· Set up a reading area in your home.  Keep books that interest your children in places where they can easily reach 
them.  As your children become better readers, make sure that you add harder books to your collection. 

· Give your children writing materials.  Children want to learn how to write and to practice writing.  Help them 
learn by having paper, pencils, pens, or crayons for them in your home.  Help your children write if they ask you.  If 
your child has a special learning or physical need, regular pens and pencils may not be the best choice.  Ask your 
pediatrician or people who work with your child at school or at the child care center to suggest other writing materi-
als your child can use. 

· Read and write with your children in their native language.  Practicing their first language will help your chil-
dren learn to read and write English. 

· Talk with your children as you do daily activities together.  When you take your children places, talk with them 
about what  you are doing  and ask them questions.  If your child cannot hear, use whatever form of communication 
your child usually uses.   

· Ask your children to describe events in their lives.  Talking about their experiences makes children think about 
them.  Giving detailed descriptions and telling complete stories also helps children learn about how stories are writ-
ten and what the stories they read mean. 

· Restrict the amount and kind of TV your children watch.  Watch educational TV programs with your children 
that teach letter sounds and words or give information  about nature and science. 

· Keep track of your children’s progress in school.   Visit your children’s classrooms to learn how your children are 
doing in school and how you can help your children become better students.  Ask about the school’s reading pro-
gram and where your children need help. 

       Source:  The America Reads Challenge, from the 
          U. S. Department of Education 



Middle School Science News 
         By Cathy Combs-Halligan, Science Teacher 

 

Sixth Grade Science 
Everything is backwards in sixth grade science!  In this chapter, we started at section four, the back of the chapter, and 
will be working our way toward the first section.  And the students have become the teachers.  Each group of students 
will be teaching the other groups about a biome or ecosystem.  Students are teaching about land biomes such as the tun-
dra, forests, deserts, and grasslands.  They are also giving information about aquatic ecosystems – freshwater and ma-
rine.  It is their task to find the most important information and convey that information through a short oral presentation 
as well as a professional-looking poster.  Students are working hard and are sure to be excellent teachers. 
 
Seventh Grade Science 
Seventh grade science students are learning about protists and fungi.  Amebas, paramecia, and Euglena are the three pro-
tists that students enjoy learning about.  But many were surprised to find out that algae (plant-like protists) are found in 
everyday items such as salad dressing, hair conditioners, and even toothpaste.  They also found it interesting that mush-
rooms, penicillin, and Athlete’s foot all belong to the Fungi kingdom. 

 

Prior to discovering protists and fungi, students swabbed areas around campus, taking samples, 
and culturing numerous “hairy,” “cool,” and “gross” things.  The mats in the auditorium, the 
buttons on the copier, and even Mr. Pavlik’s coffee cup were not safe from the “stuff” we grew 
when talking about viruses and bacteria. 

Technology Tips .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .      From  Susan Krab 

Password Pointers 
 
It’s hard to avoid technology.  It’s even harder to avoid passwords.  Email, IC, local networks, online banking, 
ATM, gas cards… they’re everywhere!  A few password tips: 
 
1. Do not use the exact same password for everything.  Yes, it makes it easier for you.  Know what?  It also 

makes it easier for the bad guys to get into ALL your stuff. 
 
2. Make your password as long as possible. The longer it is, the more difficult it will be to attack the pass-

word.   Always use at least 6 characters in your password, using number and letters.  Mix it up… for exam-
ple, use a 3 for an E, @ for an A or 1 for an L. 

 
 3. Do not use personal information that someone else is likely to be able to figure out. Avoid things like your     
     name, your kids’ names or your birth date. 
 
4. Do not use passwords that are easy to spot while you're typing them in. Passwords like 12345, qwerty (i.e.,  
    all keys right next to each other), or nnnnnn should be avoided. 
 
5. Finally, it should be obvious, but don’t share your password. Security measures break     
    down when passwords aren’t secure…. it’s like locking the door but leaving a window   
    wide open. 
 
I like to pick a phrase or a song lyric that will make me smile when I type it in. Isn’t it 
more fun to login with “All I am Saying is Give Peace a Chance” (@I@sigp@c) than 
susan1029?   There’s no excuse for not picking a perfect password! 



 
February is such an important month in the school year, but it is often written off because of it being the month 
of the mid-winter blues.  Traditionally we start to see grades drop off  a little during this time and the primary 
reason is that homework either isn’t turned in, not turned in on time, or turned in not finished. This time of 
year affects youngsters and adults alike.  Please keep the line of communications open with your student and 
their teachers and we can work together to keep our Middle School students on track academically.  It is much 
harder work to get those grades back up to a high level than it is to maintain a good grade!  Mark your calen-
dars for Parent - Teacher conferences February 10th and 12th.  This is a great opportunity to visit with teachers 
and monitor student progress! 
 
February 3rd and 4th will be important days for our 8th grade students.  Those two days are scheduled for 
them to complete the Nebraska State-Wide writing assessment.  Parents of 8th grade students should expect a 
letter sent home with more information about the assessment.  We want to encourage our students to do their 
best as the scores are reported to the Nebraska Department of Education and we also use the scores to evaluate 
and modify our instruction.  We are always looking into ways that we can improve student learning! 
 
In past OPSD newsletters you might have noticed the Middle Years, a publication that includes information 
and ideas for parents and families with Middle School age students.  The main article this month is about deci-
sion making and gives the reader a procedure to follow to make the best decision.  Often poor decisions have 
not had enough thought put into them.  In the Short Stops section there is a paragraph that refers to building 
vocabulary.  During my 17 years as a classroom teacher I noted an increased need to explain everyday words 
to my students while reading or completing homework and tests.  I think this is a concern in education today 
and could be considered a contributing factor to reading comprehension struggles that some students have. 
There is no right or wrong way to help your child with their vocabulary skills and everything around us can be 
used as an instructional aide.  Have your child read a short passage in a newspaper or magazine and select a 
word or two and check to see if they know the correct meaning of the word(s) in the context of the article, then 
have them tell you about what they read.  That way you are working on vocabulary and comprehension at the 
same time.  Things like billboards along the Interstate, television, and radio can be sources to help increase a 
students vocabulary and comprehension outside of the school day.  
 
The OMS student council is in the process of raising money to donate to the American Red Cross to help the 
victims of the massive earthquake in Haiti.  Free throws for Haiti and the OMS Pie-in-the-face contests are in 
full swing.  I will let you know how it all turns out next month.  Based upon the number of students asking me 
if I am participating in the pie-in-the-face contest, I think that I will be “tasting” the whip cream!  I feel that 
projects like these are important to help our students raise their awareness to global issues.  I also believe our 
students need to be aware of local concerns.  So, if there are any community or civic projects in which OMS 
students could help with, please contact me or Sharon Jones, at 284-4478.  Service learning projects are an im-
portant step toward our students learning how much volunteer time and effort actually occurs in a community 
like ours.  
 
I would like to personally thank all those in the community who have volunteered to become mentors to our 
students through the TeamMates mentoring program.  Mrs. Rozy Tuttle has done a fantastic job getting the 
program off and running.  It is great to see the number of people from our community in our building spending 
time with our students!  If you are interested in becoming a mentor please contact Mrs. Tuttle through the 
OMS office. 

Middle School News  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    From Mr. Pavlik, Principal  



GETTING SCHOOL 
SUPPLIES 

 
Math teacher Cyndi Johnson (center) of Ogallala 
Middle School is presented checkbooks, bank bal-
ance registers and other materials by Adams Bank 
& Trust’s Regional President Steve Krause and 
Regional Retail Coordinator Megan Jehorek.  John-
son uses the banking materials in her sixth-grade 
math classes to teach students how to maintain a 
savings account, balance a checkbook, compute 
interest and perform other personal financial mat-
ters.  The local bank has been providing Johnson 
with these materials for the past 15 years.   
  

  (Courtesy of Keith County News) 

8th Grade Spanish Makes Piñatas 
 
Mrs. Cain's 8th grade Spanish classes show off the piñatas they made in celebration of the holiday season.  
Students learned about different holidays that Latin American families often celebrate.  Students learned about 
Las Posadas, La Navidad, and Los Tres Reyes (the three kings).  Piñatas are a traditional part of many His-
panic celebrations.  Students made their piñatas using the Paper Mache method.  They covered balloons with 
newspaper strips dipped in a flour and water paste, and after they dried, students decorated the piñatas with 
colorful tissue paper.  "It was pretty messy, but we had fun,"  said Mrs. Cain.   "It was fun to do a craft in 
Spanish," said Austin Hillis, an OMS 8th grade student.  "I liked it."  









 
Fine Arts: 
· Speech is just underway.  The team will travel to Gering  on January 30th.  There are 42 
      students currently involved in Speech. 
· The students involved in the Doane Honor Band had a great experience on Monday, January 

18th in Crete. 
 
Winter Ball:  
· The King was Keegan Hoppens  and the Queen was Chelsey Cummins. 
 
· 174 students attended the dance held January 9th in the High School Gym. 
 
The cheerleaders and their parents did a great job of decorating, hosting and cleaning up after the dance.  The 
OHS students had a good time and I was very impressed by their behavior. 
 
Winter Sports: 
· Wrestling-  The Indians hosted the Ogallala Dual Tournament on January 9th.  The meet ran extremely     
      smooth and opposing coaches left happy.  A special thank you to all the volunteers who helped run the   
      tournament. 
 
· Basketball-  The Indians boys’ are now 6-8.   They won the first round SWC Tournament play against Val-

entine in double overtime then lost to  Minden at  on January 28th.  The boys 
finished in third place at the consolation/ championship matches  in Lexington 
on January 30th. 

 
 
· The Lady Indians are now 7-7.   The girls won their games against Ainsworth 

and Valentine.  They took 2nd place after loosing to Minden in the consola-
tions and championships in Lexington on January 30th.   

 
 
Facilities: 
· We have been contacted by a former OHS class about renovating the press box.  They are willing to donate   
       some money towards the project.  I am looking into what the costs would be and if we could afford such a      
       project.   
 
 
 
 
 
· At the practice field by Prairie View, the wet weather this fall really tore up the grass.  I am concerned  
      with the condition of the track at the high school.  It is getting to the point where we may not be able to   
      host meets on it.  There are parts of the track where you can lift up lanes 1 & 2 off the concrete base. 

Sports & Activities .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .      From  Scott Rezac 


